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with Red Quills and Urban Inuit Identity Project
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INTRODUCTION

Th is  p r e s en t a t ion  h a s  been  cr ea t ed  t o d eve lop  a n  u n d e r s t a n d in g a n d  
a ckn ow led gin g of t h e  t h e  t r u th s  of ou r  h is t or y  a n d  t h e  im pa ct s  of 

colon iza t ion  of t h e  In d igen ou s  Peop le s  of w h a t  w e  n ow  ca ll Ca n a d a .

https://youtu.be/Jd3RJ0OcJ3A?si=xIKcX_adaX0GO4OQ


LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT

“Th e  To w n  o f Wa s a g a  Be a c h  a c kn o w le d g e s  it  is  lo c a t e d  u p o n  t h e
t ra d it io n a l t e rr it o ry  o f t h e  An is h n a a b e  p e o p le  o f t h e  Th re e  Fire s
Co n fe d e ra c y . We  a ls o  a c kn o w le d g e  t h a t  t h e  p e o p le  o f t h e  Wy a n d o t  
Na t io n  a ls o  in h a b it e d  t h e s e  la n d s . 

We  a c kn o w le d g e  t h a t  t h e s e  n a t io n s  w e re  s o v e re ig n  n a t io n s  
e xis t in g  b e fo re  t h e  a rr iv a l o f s e t t le rs . We  re s p e c t  t h e  s p ir it u a l 
in t e rc o n n e c t io n  a m o n g  t h e s e  n a t io n s  t o  t h e  la n d  a n d  t o  t h e  w a t e r . 
We  a ls o  a c kn o w le d g e  t h a t  w a t e rw a y s  n e a r  u s  h a v e  a  lo n g  h is t o ry  
p re d a t in g  Eu ro p e a n  a rr iv a l. Sin c e  t im e  im m e m o ria l, w a t e rw a y s  
w e re  t h e  life b lo o d  o f t h e  In d ig e n o u s  p e o p le  b y  t ra d e  a n d  h u n t in g  
ro u t e s .

We  a re  d e d ic a t e d  t o  in c lu s iv it y  o f Firs t  Na t io n s , In u it  a n d  Me t is  
p e o p le  in  o u r fu t u re  s t e w a rd s h ip  o f t h e  la n d . In  t h e  s p ir it  o f 
re c o n c ilia t io n , w e
w e lc o m e  t h e  o p p o rt u n it y  o f le a rn in g  t o  b e  s u s t a in a b le  c a re t a ke rs  
o f t h e  la n d  a n d  w a t e rw a y s  fo r  a ll fu t u re  g e n e ra t io n s .”

https://youtu.be/Jd3RJ0OcJ3A?si=xIKcX_adaX0GO4OQ


The Town of Wasaga Beach acknowledges its is located upon the traditional territory of the Anishnaabe 
p e o p le  o f th e  Th re e  Fire s  Co n fe d e ra c y. We  a lso  a c kn o wle d g e  th a t th e  p e o p le  o f th e  Wya n d o t Na tio n  a lso  
in h a b ite d  th e se  la n d s .
We  a c kn o wle d g e  th a t th e se  n a tio n s  we re  so ve re ig n  n a tio n s  e xis tin g  b e fo re  th e  a rriva l o f s e ttle rs . We  
re sp e c t th e  sp iritu a l in te rc o n n e c tio n  a m o n g  th e se  n a tio n  to  th e  la n d  a n d  to  th e  wa te r.
We  a lso  a c kn o wle d g e  th a t wa te rwa ys  n e a r u s  h a ve  a  lo n g  h is to ry p re d a tin g  Eu ro p e a n  a rriva l. Sin c e  tim e  
im m e m o ria l, wa te rwa ys  we re  th e  life b lo o d  o f th e  In d ig e n o u s  p e o p le  b y tra d e  a n d  h u n tin g  ro u te s . We  a re  
d e d ic a te d  to  in c lu s ivity o f Firs t Na tio n s , In u it a n d  Me tis  p e o p le  in  o u r fu tu re  s te wa rd sh ip  o f th e  la n d . In  th e  
sp irit o f re c o n c ilia tio n , we  we lc o m e  th e  o p p o rtu n ity o f le a rn in g  to  b e  su s ta in a b le  c a re ta ke rs  fo r a ll fu tu re  
g e n e ra tio n s .

PERSONALIZED 

https://youtu.be/Jd3RJ0OcJ3A?si=xIKcX_adaX0GO4OQ


Important Terms
Indigenous Peoples: Is a collective name for First Nations, Inuit and Metis people who are 
the original inhabitants of the land that is now called Canada.

First Nation: First Nations are the descendants of the original inhabitants of Canada. 
Various nations, beliefs and languages exist within this group.

Inuit & Inuk: Inuit is the term for Indigenous peoples from Artic North regions of Canada, 
Greenland and Alaska. Inuit is the plural form, while Inuk is the singular term.

Metis: The Metis are post - contact Indigenous Peoples. Metis refers to the people with 
roots in the Red River community or other historic Metis communities. While Metis refers to 
people of mixed Indigenous ancestry.

Traditional Lands or Territory: These are the lands upon which Indigenous people have 
historical and currently inhabit, including lands and waterways used for hunting, 
gathering and trade.

Reconciliation: An ongoing process of establishing and maintaining respectful 
relationships.

https://youtu.be/Jd3RJ0OcJ3A?si=xIKcX_adaX0GO4OQ


CHAMPLAN C.1603
C.1836

CONTACT
The lands were infiltrated by explorers, fur traders, Jesuits and 

missionaries.

https://youtu.be/Jd3RJ0OcJ3A?si=xIKcX_adaX0GO4OQ


HISTORY

https://youtu.be/Jd3RJ0OcJ3A?si=xIKcX_adaX0GO4OQ




RIVERS & STREAMS
Indigenous peoples have used the rock 

caverns for many things such passage ways  
and storing of food.

Indigenous peoples have been using this land for  
thousands of years. Proof we utilized nature to 
help us along the way. 

TREE MARKERS

https://youtu.be/Jd3RJ0OcJ3A?si=xIKcX_adaX0GO4OQ


The waters were life, we used them to drink from, wash, clean, cook, water 
c ro p s  a n d  th e  m a jo r u se  wa s  tra n sp o rta tio n . Th e  wa te r wa ys  we re  th e  life  

b lo o d  o f tra ve l, a n d  th is  wa s  th e  o n ly wa y we  tra ve le d  lo n g  d is ta n c e s .

WATER IS LIFE

https://youtu.be/Jd3RJ0OcJ3A?si=xIKcX_adaX0GO4OQ


TIONONTATE (PETUN)
Petun also lived in balance with the land and 

homes and everyday items were used from  
the land. 

Anishinaabe people lived in wigwams living in 
balance with mother earth.

ANISHNAABE (OJIBWAY)



The Anishinaabe in the area are 
Sa u g e e n , th e  Ch ip p e wa s  o f 

Na wa sh  a n d  Ch im in is in g  Firs t 
Na tio n  a n d  h a ve  b e e n  in  th is  

a re a  fo r  a  lo n g  tim e . 

ANISHNAABE  
(ODAWA, POTAWATOMI, 

OJIBWAY)



The  Tionontati (Petun) known as 
th e  to b a c c o  n a tio n  o r p e o p le  o f 

th e  h ills . 

TIONONTATI (PETUN)

https://youtu.be/Jd3RJ0OcJ3A?si=xIKcX_adaX0GO4OQ


The landscaped has forever changed 
with  th e  b e a c h  b e in g  a  c o m m o d ity. 
No th in g  c o m p a re d  to  wh a t  e xis te d  
b e fo re  th e  a rriva l o f s e ttle rs . 
Arc h a e o lo g ic a l d ig s  a n d  re p o rt re fle c t 
th is  a s  ite m s  fo u n d  a re  m in u sc u le , th a t 
re fle c ts  th e  livin g  in  b a la n c e  with  th e  
la n d .

LANDSCAPE 
FOREVER 
CHANGED

https://youtu.be/Jd3RJ0OcJ3A?si=xIKcX_adaX0GO4OQ


We are still here and its important 
to  re c o g n ize  th a t we  a re  s till h e re  
a n d  we  c o n tin u e  to  tre a d  lig h tly 
o n  th e  la n d .

INDIGENOUS PEOPLE 
IN WASAGA BEACH



Vanessa KennedyMu ckp a lo o  Ip e e lie

Nakurmiik/Thank You/Miigwecth

https://youtu.be/Jd3RJ0OcJ3A?si=xIKcX_adaX0GO4OQ
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